LENTEN SERVICE OF
EVENING PRAYER

St. John’s Lutheran Church | Salisbury, NC

T

he season of Lent invites Christians into the disciplines of faith — prayer, bible reading,
worship, fasting, and giving. With that in mind, we gather together in the middle of our busy
week, surrounded by faithful community, God’s holy Word, and the glowing light of Christ.
Much of tonight’s liturgy was composed at Holden Village, a Lutheran retreat center in the
Northern Cascades of Washington. Its focus is established in the first words on our lips: “Jesus
Christ, you are the light of the world; the light no darkness can overcome.” As we come to the end
of the day, may our worship be a light to your path and strength for your journey.
Procession of Light. Please stand, turning to face the Light of Christ
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Evening Hymn

Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory

3

Please be seated
Reading: Psalm 141
Psalm 141. The psalm is sung in canon. Right side = 1; left side = 2)
All
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Let us pray. Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let
your loving-kindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we may sing your
praises with the Church on earth forever and ever. Amen.
Homily. Following the homily is a period of silence. The silence is broken by the ancient words
of John:
Jesus Christ is the light of the world. A light no darkness can overcome.
We then stand and sing the song of Mary, who offered this “Magnificat” when the angel
Gabriel told her that she would bear a son, Jesus, who would deliver the world from the
darkness of sin and death. (Luke 1:46-55).
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Prayers

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share,
and for peaceful times, let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For public servants, the government, and those who protect us;
for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection
in this and every place, let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering,
and for those who are in captivity, let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need,
let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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A time of silence follows.
Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the
communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life
to you,

Let us pray.

Martin Luther’s “Evening Prayer”

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you
have graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, where we
have done wrong, and graciously to protect us tonight. For into your hands we
commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be
with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (following page)
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The Lord’s Prayer
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Benediction
Hymn at the Close of the Day

All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night

TALLIS’ CANON

Verses 1 and 2 — 4-part harmony
Verses 3 and 4 — in canon
Right side begins first (#1); left side begins when right side has reached #2.
Verse 5 — unison
1
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Dismissal
Go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Procession through the Magnificat are from Holden Evening Prayer. Words and music by Marty Haugen. © 1990 GIA Publications,
Inc. License 8006631501. The remainder of the service is drawn from the Evening Prayer service in Evangelical Lutheran Worship,
reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress, license #26999.
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The Season of Lent
Sundays of Lent. Throughout the 40-day season of Lent, our pastors will unpack five
parables of Jesus in a sermon series titled “Our Journey. Together: 5 Essential Practices of
the Christian Life.” Worship is at 9:27, and 11:00.
February 21: Worship
February 28: Serve
March 7: Give
March 14: Study
March 21: Share
Wednesdays of Lent. Throughout the centuries, Lent has been a time for Christians to
return to the disciplines of faith. Midweek Lenten worship helps us see worship as an
integral part of our weekly rhythm. Join us online for Evening Prayer at 6:30 pm. The
30-minute service is rooted in the beautiful music of Holden Evening Prayer, accompanied
by piano, guitar, organ, and brass. Each week, a short message will focus on the faces
around the cross.
Feb 24: Mary, the mother of Jesus
March 3: John
March 10: Joanna
March 17: Chief Priest/Jewish Leaders
March 24: Mary Magdalene
Music and Meditation. Join us online at 12:15 on Mondays during Lent for a time of
reflection, prayer, and music meditation.
March 1: Rob Durocher, Piano and Rosemary Kinard, Flute
March 8: Helen Rifas, Harp
March 15: Davis Brown, Piano Reflections
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Holy Week at St. John’s
Palm Sunday
9:27, Faith Center
11:00, Sanctuary and Online
Maundy Thursday
12: 00 noon and 7:00 pm, Sanctuary
7:00 pm Online
Good Friday
12: 00 noon and 7:00 pm, Sanctuary
7:00 pm Online
Easter Sunday
9:27, Faith Center
11:00, Sanctuary and Online
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Let’s connect faith and life. Together.
stjohns-salisbury.org
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