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Welcome to St. John’s!  
 

You’ll notice that our worship follows a simple pattern that has guided the church’s worship 
since the first century — Gather, Word, Meal, Sending — a pattern designed to nourish and 

strengthen us for the week ahead. Welcome to worship! 
  

 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit gathers us as the people of God 

                       

Call to Worship             Sanctuary      
Written by Randy Scruggs and John W. Thompson 

Bradley Chestnut, soloist 
 

Prayers of Confession 
 

We make the sign of the cross as a reminder of our baptism.  
  

 In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
 

 Let us pray. God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
 us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
 confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord. Amen.  
  

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
Gracious God, You made us in Your image, with minds to know You, hearts to love 
You, and wills to serve You. But our knowledge is imperfect, our love inconstant, and 
our obedience incomplete. We refuse to go where You lead us. We fail to grow into 
Your likeness. Have mercy upon us. Forgive us and free us from our sin. We ask in the 
gracious name of Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

 God’s Promise of Forgiveness 

  

 God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
 together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your 
 sins are forgiven. May Almighty God strengthen you with his light, that Christ may live 
 in your hearts through faith. Amen.  
 

Hymn     879        For the Beauty of the Earth         DIX 
(See Page 8) 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
 Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

 Let us pray.                    
 

 Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your  
 image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what 
 is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
  
    

Word 
We hear God’s word in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

Reading:    1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and  
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of 
faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 
 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and  
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by 
God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of 
persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so 
that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of 
the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your 
faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of 
those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to 
God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 
 

Response        Great Is Thy Faithfulness  
Written by Thomas Chisolm and William Runyan 

Alex Yost, soloist 
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The Holy Gospel:     Matthew 22:15-22 
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First 
they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the  
emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, 
you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then 
he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” 
Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him 
and went away. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon             Pastor Laura Henrik                             
 
Hymn     723           Canticle of the Turning   STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 

(See page 9) 
 
 

Apostle’s Creed. Gathered as God’s people across time and space, let us confess our faith using 
the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.        
             

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen.     
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Prayers of Intercession. Each petition ends: Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.  
 
 This week we commemorate Teresa of Avila, teacher, renewer of the church, died 1582. 
 Teresa of Avila is also know as Teresa de Jesús. She chose the life of a Carmelite nun 
 after reading the letters of Jerome. Frequently sick during her early years as a nun, she 
 found that when she was sick her prayer life flowered, but when she was well it  
 withered. Steadily her life of faith and prayer deepened, and she grew to have a lively 
 sense of God’s presence with her. She worked to reform her monastic community in 
 Ávila, which she believed had strayed from its original purpose. Her reforms asked nuns 
 to maintain life in the monastic enclosure without leaving it and to identify with those 
 who are poor by not wearing shoes. Teresa’s writings on devotional life have enjoyed a 
 wide readership.  
 
Lords Prayer 
  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

  
 

 
 

Sending 
Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God’s love. 

 

Benediction 
 

Sending Hymn     729            The Church of Christ, In Every Age        WAREHAM 

(See page 10) 
 

Dismissal  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude                                               

 
Unless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies annual license #26999. 

Let’s connect faith and life. Together.  
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Worship Participants 
  

SONG LEADERS: Rosemary Kinard, Corinne Mauldin, Carter Woolly, Dave Roof 
GUEST SOLOIST: Alex Yost  
READER: Connor Towns 
SOUND: Mike Agee  
VIDEO: Taylor Hutchins  

Join Us In Prayer For The Following:  
 

CONDOLENCES — Family and friends of Audrey Bradshaw, who passed away on October 8.  
 
THIS WEEK’S PRAYER CONCERNS — Randy Overcash, Grant Shafer, Shirley Trexler, Robin 
Cohen 
  
ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS — Paula Kafitz, Richard (Dick) Petherick, Benny Banks, Ed Shinn, 
Ott Pinkston, Karen Shelton, Cathy (Wayne Norris), Lee Wagoner, Jack Connery, Gerald Jones, 
Phyllis Edwards, Betty Denker, Nancy Austin, Rachel Safrit, John Myers, Jane Shuping, Barbara 
Rufty, Hal Furr, Walter Tatum, Jim Rabon, Matt Stahl, Nancy Parrish, Thomas Livesay, Gene 
Myers, Kent Brown 
  
HOMEBOUND — Anita Foreman, Peggy Taylor, Lois and Paul Carter, Alda Smith, Nan Graeber, 
Margaret Ketner, Sonny Allen, Benny Banks, Dottie Bedford, Hal Furr, Fran Hoke, Sherry 
Morgan, Ermine Peeler, Rachel Safrit, Shirley Smith, Peggy Smith, Fran Tannehill 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
200 West Innes Street  ●   Salisbury, North Carolina 28144  ●  704.636.3431       

  stjohns-salisbury.org ●  To contact a staff member: first name@stjohns-salisbury.org 
  

Pastoral Ministry 
 Senior Pastor…………………………………………………………………………………..……....................Rhodes Woolly 
 Pastor for Youth and Discipleship……………..……………………………………..…….………………….. Laura Henrik 
 Visitation………………….……………………………………………………………….……………….…...………..Wade Rouzer 
Worship and Music Ministry 
 Minister of Worship and the Arts.……………………………...………………………………..Rob Durocher, deacon 
 Associate Parish Musician ………………………………………………………………….….…………....Rosemary Kinard 
 9:27 Worship Leader…………………………………………………..……………………………….………Bradley Chestnut 
 8:30 Organist………………………..……………………………….…………………………….…………..Deanna Boksleitner 
 Production Manager…………………….…………………………………………………….………………....Taylor Hutchins 
 Director of Music Emeritus………………………………………………………………..………..…...Karl Kinard, deacon 
Program Ministry 
 Youth……………………...………………………………………………………………………..………………………. Laura Henrik
 Children……………………………………………………………………………………………………...….………...Stacey Shafer 
 Adults…………………………………………………………………..………….…………………………………..…….Danny Hines 
 Senior Adults …………...……………………………………………….………………………………………………..Diane Poole 
 St. John’s Kindergarten (4 and 5 year olds) ……………………………………………….……………....Teresa Stoner 
 CDC Interim Directors………………………………………………………………….Lonna Richardson and Kristy King 
Administrative Team 
 Business Manager ………………………………………………………………………….………………..……..Ruth Ann Diehl 
 Office Manager…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..……..Deborah Cross 
 Accounting……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Mark Bias 
 Communications Specialist………………………..…………………………………………………..…………..Angel Owens 
 Facilities Manager…………...……………………………………………………………………..……………………...Jon Koppe 
 Maintenance...……………………..………………………………………………………………………..……...David Ellenburg 
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