
   

 

 

The Season of Epiphany 
Celebrate the light of Christ in our midst 

 

January 20, 2019 | 8:30 am 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Salisbury NC 

The Wedding at Cana, from the Mafa Christian community in Cameroon, West Africa,  
part of an initiative in the 1970s to help teach the gospel in Northern Cameroon. French missionary François Vidil 

worked with Mafa Christians to create an enormous catalogue of colorful and vibrant paintings  
(seen here in black and white) that depicts the life of Jesus as an African man.  

The plan was to build a resource that would help Mafa people connect Jesus with their daily lives.   
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Welcome to St. John’s!  
 

For more information about today’s worship, please refer to the pew card found in the hymnal. 
 
 
 
 

Gathering 
 

Welcome Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it to your neighbor in the pew.                                                  
 

Prelude                                            All Praise to Thee, Eternal God                               Johan Pachelbel                        
 

Prayers of Confession. Please stand, turning towards the cross of Christ. 
 

 We make the sign of the cross as a sign of our baptism.  
 

 In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

 Let us pray. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
 whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we  
 confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from  
 all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 Come, let us return to the Lord and say: O Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your 
 call. Our love for you is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. Have 
 mercy on us; deliver us from our sin; bind up our wounds and revive us; in Jesus Christ 
 our Lord. Amen.                                                                                   Methodist Evening Prayer
      

God’s Promise of Forgiveness 
 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake 
 God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power 
 to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ    
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

Entrance Hymn 310                 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise                                          SALZBURG 
  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
 Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Kyrie. A centering prayer asking for God’s mercy and peace. 
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 Hymn of Praise                                 Glory Be to God in Heaven   
JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE                       

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, father of surpassing worth; 

We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you, here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

 Let us pray. Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led 
 many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his  
 people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together in him, 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.                                                                                       
 

Please be seated 
 

 
 

 
Word 

 

First Reading  Psalm 36:5-10                                                                         Divine goodness 
 
5Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, 
 your faithfulness to the clouds. 
 6Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 
 your judgments are like the great deep; 
 you save humans and animals alike, O LORD. 
 7How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
 All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
 8They feast on the abundance of your house, 
 and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
 9For with you is the fountain of life; 
 in your light we see light. 
 10O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
 and your salvation to the upright of heart!  
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:1-11                                                                 Spiritual gifts 
 
The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing one another’s  
spiritual gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured community to 
trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly for their mission together. 
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 Paul writes:1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be  
uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols 
that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of 
God ever says "Let Jesus be cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy  
Spirit.4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the  
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to  
another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, 
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.  
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. “Alleluia” is an ancient Jewish acclamation that 
means “God be praised.” In the Christian tradition, Alleluia means “He is risen!”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Holy Gospel John 2:1-11                                                                     The wedding at Cana 
 
1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." 4And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what 
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come." 5His mother said to the servants, 
"Do whatever he tells you." 6Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites 
of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with  
water." And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, "Now draw some out, and take 
it to the chief steward." So they took it. 9When the steward tasted the water that had become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine 
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first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the 
good wine until now." 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 
glory; and his disciples believed in him.  
                              
The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
                                                           
Please be seated 
 
Sermon                                                   Pastor Rhodes Woolly 
 
Please stand 
 
Hymn 673                                          God, Whose Almighty Word                               ITALIAN HYMN 
  
Apostle’s Creed. The three paragraphs of the Creed express our belief in the three-fold nature 
of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 
Collection of our Tithes and Offerings 
  
Offering Voluntary                      Pastorale on “The Morning Star”                    arr. Daniel Pinkham 
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Offertory Hymn        As the gifts are presented, the congregation stands and sings the Doxology. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
Prayers of Intercession. Each petition ends: Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
           
Prayer and Blessing 

 
 

 
 

Sending 
 

Benediction                         
 
Sending Hymn 880                            O God beyond All Praising                                            THAXTED 
 
Dismissal Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude                                  Praise God, the Lord, Ye Sons of Men                    Johann G. Walther                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship  
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies annual license #26999. 
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