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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Salisbury NC 

In a world of competition and resume building, it’s easy to lose touch with that which 
matters most: our character. In this series, we consider five traits the Bible claims as 

necessary to building a strong inner character, discovering what St. Paul says is “a life 
that really is life” (1 Timothy 6:19).  

 

Part 3:  Strong Sense of Call 
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Welcome to St. John’s!  
 

For more information about today’s worship, please refer to the pew card found in the hymnal. 

 
 

Gathering 
 

Prelude                                                      Morning Has Broken                               arr. Charles Callahan 
                                                                    Laurie Stevens, violin                                                 BUNESSAN 
                                                     

Welcome Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it to your neighbor in the pew.                                                  
 

Prayers of Confession. As we gather for worship, we make the sign of the cross as a reminder 
of our baptism.  
 

 In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

 Let us pray. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
 whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we  
 confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from  
 all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 Gracious God,  Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
 ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your  
 compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things 
 we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
 may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen.  
      
God’s Promise of Forgiveness 
 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake 
 God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power 
 to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Sharing the Peace of Christ        The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

Entrance Hymn 556                                 Morning Has Broken                                                BUNESSAN 
  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
 Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Kyrie. A centering prayer asking for God’s mercy and peace. 
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 Hymn of Praise                             This Is the Feast                                        from Revelation 5 
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  Let us pray. O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully 
 feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may 
 embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Faith Life Moment                                                                                           Trinity Living at St. John’s 
Christina Joyce, Executive Director, Trinity Living Center 

 

 
 

 
 

Word 

 
Reading 1 Samuel 3:1,4-10                                                                       Samuel’s calling 
 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread.  
 
4Then the LORD called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!" 5and ran to Eli, and said, 
"Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay 
down. 6The LORD called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, 
for you called me." But he said, "I did not call, my son; lie down again." 7Now Samuel did not 
yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD 
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you 
called me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 
"Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.'" So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 
10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, 
"Speak, for your servant is listening."  
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!   
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Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. “Alleluia” is an ancient Jewish acclamation that 
means “God be praised.” In the Christian tradition, Alleluia means “He is risen!”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel Mark 8:31-35                              Jesus foretells his death and resurrection 
 
31Then [Jesus] began to teach [his disciples] that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me,  
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 
 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my  
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon                                                       Pastor Laura Henrik 
 
Hymn 574                                                     Here I Am, Lord                                       HERE I AM, LORD 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

Gathered as the people of God across time and space, let us confess our faith using the 
words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
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  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.                            
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession. Each petition ends: Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.  
 

 
 
 

 

Meal 
 

Collection of our Tithes and Offerings, and Preparation of the Lord’s Table 
 

Offering Voluntary                         Take My Life, That I May Be                                  Robert J. Powell              
PATMOS 

                                             

As the gifts are presented the congregation stands and sings the Doxology, ELW 884      
 

             Let us pray. Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you  

 have first given us — our selves, our time and our possessions, signs of  

 your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered   

 himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise. ... And join their unending hymn:  
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who come in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
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 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion, see pew card for instructions. 
 

Hymn   Lamb of God, p. 154, front of red ELW                                                          
 

Prayer 
 
 

 
 

Sending 
 

Benediction                         
 
Sending Hymn 576                            We All Are One in Mission                                          KUORTANE 
  
Dismissal Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude                                                        Here I Am, Lord                                             Schutte/Carter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship  
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies annual license #26999. 
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