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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S! 
We are glad God has brought you here! 

 
 

Buck-a -Meal – Every one-dollar bill placed in the offering boxes this morning goes to purchase a 
meal at Rowan Helping Ministries.  
 
All Saints Sunday & Columbarium Dedication – Today. Immediately following the 11 am 
service we will meet at the Columbarium for a brief service of dedication. 
 
Serenity Sisters – Nov. 12, 6 pm – Arandas Grill & Bar, 127 S. Main St., Salisbury, NC. RSVP 
encouraged to Penny Moss at pmoss@salisburyacademy.org. 
 
Thomas Keesecker Concert – Nov. 13 at 6 pm in the Faith Center. Join us for a live music 
concert with Thomas Keesecker, a choral music award winner, organist and composer. 
 
Kindergarten Milestone “Seasons of the Church Year” – Nov. 15 at 2 pm in the Ark. RSVP to 
Stacey@stjohns-salisbury.org, by Nov. 11. 
 
Christmas Traditions - Join us Nov. 22, 5-7 pm, at The Vista at Walnut Hill for our annual 
Christmas Traditions event. You’ll enjoy Advent wreath making and more! Sign up by scanning the 
QR code below, via FaithLife or on our website. 
 
Angel Tree Sponsors – Beginning today, Angel Tree tags are available on the tree in Peeler Hall by 
the Front Desk and on the tree in the Sanctuary narthex. Unwrapped Items are due back by  
Dec. 3 and should be brought either to Peeler Hall or dropped off at the Salvation Army. 
 
 

Altar Flowers – Given to the Glory of God and in memory of 
Linda Bethea Bost, by Pastor Larry Bost. 

 
Baptismal Font Flowers – Given to the Glory of God with lasting thanks 
for 65 years of faithful love and partnership, by Donna and Willi Beilfuss. 

 
 
 

 
EVENT SIGN-UPS AND MORE ARE NOW IN ONE LOCATION – By scanning 
the QR code here, it will give you instant access to our giving portals, digital connect cards, 
enter prayer requests and various event sign-ups. Try it now!  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

mailto:Stacey@stjohns-salisbury.org
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GATHERING                                        Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

 
 

The congregation is invited to respond where words are in Bold. 
Hymns are found by number in the red worship books located in each pew. 

 
 
PRELUDE  
  
We rise and face the cross. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our dwelling place for all generations, 
whose compassion never slumbers. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 
we confess that we have trusted in our preparation 
instead of your invitation. 
We prioritize our piety over care for your beloved. 
We trust the voice of our shame and fear, 
which keeps us from entering fully 
into relationship with you and others. 
We are not awake to the coming of your reign. 
Rouse us and rescue us, 
that we may enter into your joy. Amen. 
 
Inherit the riches of God’s grace. 

☩ Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his mercy. 
You are forgiven. Blessed are you. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ‘For All The Saints’  ELW 422 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
 
THIS IS THE FEAST 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

We pray: Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical 
body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of 
faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love 
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

to verse 4 
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Be seated. 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

There will be no Kingdom Kids today. 
Children remain in the sanctuary. 

 
 

 

WORD                                          God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  
 

 
 
READING  Revelation 7:9-17 
 
   A reading from Revelation, the 7th chapter. 
 

 9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the 
angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell 

on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing,  
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be 
to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  

 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where 

have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, 
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.  

 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God and worship him day and night within his 

temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16 They will hunger no more 

and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat, 17 for the Lamb at the 
center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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We rise. 
GOSPEL READING  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

    
   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 

  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,  
       for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Be seated. 
SERMON  Pastor Dan Joyner Miller 
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We rise. 
HYMN OF THE DAY ‘Death Be Never Last’ ACS 1030 
 

 
LITANY OF THE SAINTS AND PRAYERS 
 

Surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, we gather today at the river of our baptism, celebrating 
the eternal life that God has promised all the saints. We give thanks for their lives and we give 
thanks for their presence today in our hearts and minds. As we remember them in prayer, I invite 
you to remember them in spoken word as well, whispering “present” at the sound of each name.  
 
We pray: Eternal God, your love is stronger than death, and your passion more fierce than the 
grave. We rejoice in the lives of those whom you have drawn into your eternal embrace. Keep us 
in joyful communion with them until we join the saints of every people and nation gathered before 
your throne, kneeling as one at your table. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, through water and the Spirit you have escorted these saints into eternal rest:  
 

As each name is read, a candle is lit, 
a handbell is rung and the congregation responds “present.” 

 
 

Rosalie Adams 
Kent Brown 
Larry Cesario 
Harold Deal 

Loyd Hill 
Debbie Hoffman 

Judy Johnson 
Mary Lou Lentz 

John Myers 
Harold Overcash 

Ron Raper 
Sarah Roberts 
Anne Steele 

Emily Stirewalt 
Jim Whitton 
Lisa Woodke 

 
 

And for all loved ones who have died whom we name on our lips or in the silence of our hearts.  
 

(a final candle is lit) 
 

We pray: Lord God, as we celebrate the saints of old, we look to the day when our journeys will 
be complete. Prepare for us, Lord, a heavenly home, a new Jerusalem, at which time we, too, will 
be reunited with those we love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
And for all the needs of this world … our community … our homes … for those who are sick 
… those in transition … those who struggle with despair … and those who themselves are 
preparing for their eternal rest. Grant to each a measure of your grace and peace, that all may be 
nourished by your Word and promise. For we rejoice in your love, O Lord, knowing with 
confidence that You have blessed us with grace and given to all your faithful servants the gift of 
your heavenly kingdom through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

With the whole church, we confess our faith: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose 
again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection ☩ of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PEACE 
 

Share the ‘peace’ of Christ with one another. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
 
Be seated. 
OFFERING AND ANTHEM  ‘Hark! I Hear the Harps Eternal  

by Neil Harmon 
 
 

Hark, I hear the harps eternal ringing on the farther shore, 
as I near those swollen waters with their deep and solemn roar. 

Hallelujah, praise the Lamb. Hallelujah, glory to the great I AM. 
And my soul, though stained with sorrow, fading as the light of day, 

passes swiftly o’er those waters to the city far away. 
Souls have crossed before me, saintly, to that land of perfect rest; 

and I hear them singing faintly in the mansion of the blest. 
 
We rise. 
RESPONSE AND PRAYER 

 
We pray: Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we offer, 
and all that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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MEAL                                                         God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
PREFACE AND HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the witness of 
your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to run the race set before us, 
that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, with 
the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent 
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news 
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly 
food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
all honor and glory, now and forever. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER AND 1ST LORD’S PRAYER MILESTONE 

 
The Lord’s Prayer will be led by our first graders. 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come, Christ invites you to this table. Thanks be to God. 
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Be seated. 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion at the altar. Please follow the usher’s guidance. At the 
altar, bread is served (gluten-free by request), followed by wine (grape juice by request). Those not receiving Communion 
are invited forward to receive a blessing (crossing your arms across your chest as a sign to the pastor). If you need 
Communion brought to you, please signal the servers when they come down from the chancel. 
 

After communion, you are invited to light a candle  
in memory of someone as you return to your seat. 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG ‘Children of the Heavenly Father’ arr. Mark Albrecht 
                                                        Janie Rollins (piano), Rosemary Kinard (flute) 
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COMMUNION HYMN ‘Shall We Gather at the River’ ELW 423 
 

 

 
We rise. 
COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in His grace. Amen. 

 
We pray: Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. You continuously 
seek the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly. Now send us out, awake to your 
presence, now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING                Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God’s love.  
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

The holy Trinity, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you with wisdom to welcome the reign of God, 
today and always. Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN ‘By All Your Saints’ ELW 421 

 
 
DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE 
 

Go in peace. Encourage one another. 
Thanks be to God. 
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 

Reader……………………………………………………….……………………….Stacey Shafer 
Preacher….…………………………….…..……..……..………………...Pastor Dan Joyner Miller 
Presider…………………….………………..………………..……………...Pastor James Demmel 
 
 

ORDER OF ST. JOHN’S 
 

Acolytes…..……………….……………………………...…..Maddi Payonk and Jackson Williams 
Crucifer………………………………………………….………………………..Ashton Williams 
Banner Bearer………………………………………………………………………..…Balian Witt 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, annual license # 26999. 
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MEMORIAL GIFTS  
November 1, 2025 through October 31, 2026 

 
  

All Saints Sunday 
November 1, 2026 

 
  

O blest communion, fellowship divine, 
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.  
Alleluia! 
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ALTAR GUILD 
 

Rosalie Adams by Brenda and Franco Goodman 
Harold Overcash by Brenda and Franco Goodman 

 
 
CHOIR / MUSIC FUND 
 

Sarah Roberts by Ann and Parker Hatchett; David Nelson; Pansy Peeler;                                   
Betty and Gary Pinkston; Norman Sloop 

 
 
GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 
 

Harold Deal by Carolyn and Tim Byrd; B.J. and Michael Connor; Mary Ann Deaton;      
Lou and Ralph Garner; Carolyn and Perry Hood; Susan Miller; Robert Pierce; Kay Wilson 
Loyd Hill by Larry Alan Hill 
Neva Johns by Edith Julian 
Lisa Woodke by Jean Fortner; Kevin Kerr 

 
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH FUND 
 

Ron Raper by Brenda and Franco Goodman 
 
 
KINDERGARTEN PRE-K CLASSROOM 
 

Pat Epting by The Joe L. & Hester M. Sims Family Foundation 
Ruth K. Uzzell by Barbara U. Wagoner and grand-daughters Jennifer Short                     
and Leslie Pulley 

 
 
MEMORIAL FUND 
 

Rosalie Adams by Julia Adams; Carolyn and Tim Byrd; Barbara and Darryl Corriher;      
Ann and Parker Hatchett; Melanie and Ernie Kirchin; Peggy Roseman 
Larry Cesario by Barbara and Darryl Corriher; The Rev. Dr. David Nelson;                   
Carole and Jake Parrot 
Myron Goodman by David Nelson 
Debbie Hoffman by Barbara and Darryl Corriher 
John Myers by Carolyn and Tim Byrd; Barbara and Darryl Corriher;                           
Donna and Mark Fisher; Melanie and Ernie Kirchin; Carol and Chris McNeely;         
Elizabeth and Bob Pully; Kathryn and Scott Vanderslice; Eva and Ben White 
Dorothy Norris by Catherine Norris 
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Harold Overcash by Steven Barger; Mark Bias; Ann Bostian; James Bradshaw;          
Carolyn and Tim Byrd; Mimi and Tommy Carlton; Judy and Tom Childress;                
Barbara and Darryl Corriher; Elizabeth and Mark Derrick; Carol and Kelly Everhart;   
Melanie and Stanley Ferguson; Ann and Parker Hatchett; Carolyn and Perry Hood;          
Jane Jones; Edith Julian; Melanie and Ernie Kirchin; Margie and Arthur Ligon; Bob 
Loeblein; Susan Miller; Donald Moose; David Nelson; Mary Willis and Tommy Page;     
Patsy Parnell; Carole and Jake Parrott; Pansy Peeler; Betty Pinkston;                                
Scott and Gary Rhodes; Cindy and Carl Scavotto; Eula Smith; The Jerry Smith Family; 
Olwyn and Raymond Wagoner 
Ron Raper by Carolyn and Tim Byrd; Betty and Mike Carter; Judy and Tom Childress; 
Barbara and Darryl Corriher; Melanie and Stanley Ferguson; Judy Grissom;                      
Patti and David Jones; Toni and Bill Kenerly; Melanie and Ernie Kirchin; Wanda Morgan; 
Jody and Randy Oliphant; Janice Raper and Family; Mr. and Mrs. Ed Rusher 
Barbara Stauffer by Carole and Jake Parrott 
Anne Steele by Barbara and Darryl Corriher 
 
Jim Whitton by Mimi and Tommy Carlton; Sue Cole and Dirk Drost;                             
Hen and John Henderlite; Margaret and David Koehler; Eve and Sherwood Smith;     
Shannon and Calvin Wells 
Lisa Woodke by B.J. and Michael Connor 

 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE FUND 
 

Harold Overcash by Linda and Bill Safrit 
 
 
ST. JOHN'S CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
 

Rosalie Adams by Judy and Tom Childress 
Loyd Hill by Judy and Tom Childress 
Ann Sachtleben by Christina and Stephen Sachtleben 

 
 
ST. JOHN'S KINDERGARTEN 
 

Larry Cesario by Carole and Jake Parrott 
Ron Raper by Carole and Jake Parrott 

 
 
YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 

Ron Raper by Eric and Kathy Norris, Erin Norris, Jonathan, Kristen,                            
Zach & Tyson Rogers 
Emily Stirewalt by David Nelson 
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
200 West Innes Street, Salisbury, North Carolina 28144  |  704.636.3431 

stjohns-salisbury.org  |  To contact a staff member: first-name@stjohns-salisbury.org 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Pastoral Ministry 

Senior Pastor……………….………...........................................................Dan Joyner Miller...ext. 2060 
Pastor for Congregational Care .….…….…....…...….……………………….Lori Carter...ext. 2050 
Pastor for Youth and Outreach ……..………..………………....……….James Demmel...ext. 2040 
 

Worship and Music Ministry 
Pastor for Worship and the Arts…….………….…………………….Spence Robertson...ext. 2080 
Production Manager…………………………..……...................................Taylor Hutchins...ext. 2190 
Associate Parish Musician…………………………..………………………………….Janie Rollins 
Contemporary Worship Leaders……….......……………………….Michael Board and Ondria Witt 
Director of Music emeritus……...…………….…….…........................................Karl Kinard, Jr., deacon 
Director of Worship and the Arts emeritus……………….………...…Robert J. Durocher, Jr., deacon 
 

Program Ministry 
Director of Children, Youth and Families………….........................................Stacey Shafer...ext. 2020 
St. John’s Kindergarten (4 & 5 year olds), Director…..................................Bonita Rowland...ext. 2120 
Child Development Center, Executive Director…...................................Lea Anne Thomas...ext. 3212 
 

Administrative Team 
Church Administrator..………………..……….…...……………………Deborah Cross...ext. 2030 
Office Manager……….……………………...….……..................................Vivian Connor...ext. 2000 
Bookkeeper……………..…………….…..……..…………………………….Mark Bias...ext. 2170 
Communication Specialist……….……………….................................Stephanie Mesimer…ext. 2220 
Facility Manager……………..….….…….…...…....…………….............David Ellenburg...ext. 2070 
Custodian………..……….……….……..….…....……..….…..........................................Steven Elliott 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Let’s connect faith and life. Together. 
 


