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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S! 
We are glad God has brought you here! 

 
 

Call Committee Nominations – Open today through Sept. 9. We are seeking members 
of our congregation to prayerfully serve on the Call Committee as we begin the important 
process of calling a full-time congregational care pastor. Scan QR code here to submit your 
nomination(s). 
 
Endowment Grant Applications—The Endowment Grant window is quickly closing. Please 
submit all applications by Sept. 1, by 5 pm. Please visit our website to apply under the Resources 
link. 
 
St. John’s Book Club – Sept. 9 at 11 am in Room 216. We will discuss “Cold Mountain”. Contact 
Gary Rhodes with any questions at gary30777@gmail.com . 
 
God’s Work, Our Hands, Unity Worship and Day of Service – Sept. 13 at 10 am in 
the Sanctuary. We will have indoor and outdoor volunteer options to benefit Zion Hills 
and various community outreach projects. There will be a light lunch in Ritchie Hall for 
volunteers, following the service. Scan the QR code to sign up by Sept. 9. 
 
Wednesday Night Meals – Begin on Sept. 16 at 5:30 pm in Ritchie Hall. Make plans to join in 
fellowship around the table, connecting with old friends and meeting new ones. Dinner is served at 
5:30 pm and our upcoming menus are tried and true favorites. Reservations are not needed. Visit our 
website for the menu and to purchase your season pass at stjohns-salisbury.org/Wednesdays. 
 
Pictorial Directory Photo Sessions – Sept. 16-19 – Reserve your appointment today! 
Scan the QR code here or sign up before or after our Sunday services through Sept. 13. 
Please be sure to sign up today, as slots will fill up quickly.  
 
Become an Outreach Shepherd – Join us for training on Sept. 20 at 2 pm in the Goodman 
Dining Hall. Help share Christ’s love by welcoming and connecting visitors to the life of St. John’s. 
Contact Pastor James for more info at james@stjohns-salisbury.org. 
 
 

Altar Flowers – Given to the Glory of God and in honor of 
Julius and Barbara Waggoner’s 69th wedding anniversary, 

by Dan, Marsha and Rosalind. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:gary30777@gmail.com
mailto:james@stjohns-salisbury.org
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GATHERING                                        Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

 
 

The congregation is invited to respond where words are in Bold. 
Hymns are found by number in the red worship books located in each pew. 

 
 
PRELUDE  
  
We rise and face the cross. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. Amen. 

 
 
GATHERING HYMN ‘Let Streams of Living Justice’  ELW 710 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
GLORY TO YOU, GOD 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of 
the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to 
follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Be seated. 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Children ages 3 through 3rd grade are now invited to Kingdom Kids. 
Children will return to the worship service after the sermon. 

 
 

 

WORD                                          God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  
 

 
 
READING  Romans 12:9-21 
 
   A reading from Romans, the 12th chapter. 
 

 9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with 

mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; 

serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the 
needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 

  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who 

rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but 

associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for 

evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends 

on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath 

of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your 
enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this 

you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good. 

 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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We rise. 
GOSPEL READING  Matthew 16:21-28 
 
   Sing twice. 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show 
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders 

and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to 

you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 

who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole 
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 

repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will 
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Be seated. 
SERMON  Pastor James Demmel 
 
We rise. 
HYMN OF THE DAY ‘Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song’ ELW 808 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

With the whole church, we confess our faith: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose 
again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection ☩ of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS AND PEACE 
 

Each petition concludes with the following: 
Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Share the ‘peace’ of Christ with one another. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 

 
 
Be seated. 
OFFERING AND ANTHEM  ‘Take Up Your Cross’

 Anthony Giamanco 
      
 
 

“Take up your cross,” the Savior said, “if you would my disciple be; 
forsake the past, and come this day, and humbly follow after me.” 

Take up your cross; let not its weight pervade the soul with vain alarm; 
his strength shall bear your spirit up, sustain your heart, and nerve your arm. 

 
Take up your cross, nor heed the shame, nor let your foolish heart rebel; 
for you the Lord endured the cross to save your soul from death and hell. 

Take up your cross, and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; 
for only those who bear the cross may hope to wear a golden crown. 
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We rise. 
RESPONSE AND PRAYER 

 
 
Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you 
and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

 

MEAL                                                         God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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PREFACE AND HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
   that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
Holy God, 
you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 
 
Remembering his love for us 
on the way, 
at the table, 
and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; 
within this meal; 
among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks 
to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, 
in your church, 
without end. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as 
Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the 
feast! Thanks be to God. 
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Be seated. 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. Please follow the usher’s guidance to one of the three 
communion stations. Communion is by intinction, dipping bread (gluten free by request) into wine (or grape juice). 
Those not receiving Communion are invited forward to receive a blessing (crossing your arms across your chest as a sign 
to the pastor). If you need Communion brought to you, please inform an usher. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG ‘My Faith Looks Up to Thee’ Performer, Thom Hinson 
     setting, Christine Sullivan Robbins 
 
COMMUNION HYMN ‘Day by Day’ ELW 790 
 
 
We rise. 
COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in His grace. Amen. 

 
Let us pray: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, 
as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us 
now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING                Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God’s love.  
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  
Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN ‘Son of God, Eternal Savior’ ELW 655 

 
 

DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE 
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 

Reader…………………………………………………………………….…………...Mitch Siegel 
Preacher….…………………………….…..……..………………….………Pastor James Demmel 
Presider…………………….………………..……………………………Pastor Spence Robertson 
 

ORDER OF ST. JOHN’S 
 

Acolytes…..……………….…………………………………Brenna Baucom and Wyatt Barnhardt  
Crucifer………………………………………………………………..……Katie Ann Dangerfield 
Banner Bearer………………………………………………………………………..Hope Thomas 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, annual license # 26999. 


