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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S! 
We are glad God has brought you here! 

 
 

Mercy and Justice Monthly Ministry Highlight – Sudan/Rowan – Each month we have been 
highlighting one of our Mercy and Justice ministries. This month we will hear about Sudan/Rowan, 
one of our global ministry partners, from Karen Puckett. 
 
Middle School Mission Trip – Niagara Falls, NY – Jul. 25-Aug. 1 - Join us in praying for our 
middle schoolers and chaperones this week as they journey to Niagara Falls with Pastor James 
Demmel. 
 
St. John’s Rainbow Makers – Birthday Book Drive – ends Aug. 2 - for our 
Kindergarten and Child Development Center. Scan the QR code for the wish list or 
purchase an age-appropriate book and drop it off in the designated area at the church. Make 
sure to write a birthday message inside.  
 
St. John’s Book Club – Thurs., Aug. 6 at 11 am in room 216. Contact Gerrie Blackwelder with 
any questions at blackwgw@gmail.com. 
 
New 3-year-olds and their parents – Aug. 9 from 9:45-10:30 am, join us in the 3 & 4 year old 
classroom downstairs for a special introduction to Sunday School as we begin an exciting journey 
of faith, friendship, and learning together. Contact stacey@stjohns-salisbury.org with any questions. 
 
Blessing of the Backpacks – Aug. 9 – Bring your backpacks or work bag for a special blessing at 
both services. During each service, we will pray for our students, teachers and school 
administration as they begin another school year. 
 
Women’s Ministry Group – Game Night – Aug. 13, 6-8 pm in the PIT. We will be collecting 
school supplies for Isenburg Elementary. Grab your supply list handout. Bring a snack to share. 
Games will be provided. Come join the fun! Contact Rhines509@gmail.com with any questions. 
 
RISE! 2-day Workshop – Aug. 21-22, from 10 am – 6 pm, in the PIT. A vision for 
racial healing. Scan QR code here for more information and to register. Contact Kathy 
Roberson with any questions at kathyroberson66@gmail.com. 
 
God’s Work, Our Hands – Sept. 13 – Save the Date…for our annual community service project 
which will benefit Zion Hills and St. John’s, this year. Details are coming soon. 
 
Altar Flowers – Given to the Glory of God and in honor of Kathryn and Ken’s 29th anniversary, 
by Kathryn Clifton. 
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GATHERING                                        Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

 
 

The congregation is invited to respond where words are in Bold. 
Hymns are found by number in the red worship books located in each pew. 

 
 
PRELUDE  
  
We rise and face the cross. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. Amen. 

 
 
GATHERING HYMN ‘God of Grace and God of Glory’  ELW 705 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
GLORY TO YOU, GOD 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring 
us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may 
treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Be seated. 
WELCOME AND TEMPLE TALK 
 

Kingdom Kids will return on Sunday, August 16. Activity bags are in the narthex. 
 
 

 

WORD                                          God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  
 

 
 
READING  1 Kings 3:5-12 
 
   A reading from 1st Kings, the 3rd chapter. 
 

 5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I 

should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant 
my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness 
of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him 

a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king 
in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or 

come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people 

so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can 
govern this great people of yours?” 

  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but 

have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. 
Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one 
like you shall arise after you.” 

 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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We rise. 
GOSPEL READING  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  
 
   Sing twice. 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 

that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown 
it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests 

in its branches.” 33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 

woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 44 “The 
kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his 

joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 

he had and bought it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 

and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 

into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 

and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, 

“Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom 
of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what 
is old.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Be seated. 
SERMON  Pastor Spence Robertson 
 
We rise. 
HYMN OF THE DAY ‘Be Thou My Vision’ ELW 793 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

With the whole church, we confess our faith: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose 
again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection ☩ of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS AND PEACE 
 

Each petition concludes with the following: 
God of grace,  

hear our prayer. 

Share the ‘peace’ of Christ with one another. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And 

also with you. 
 
 
Be seated. 
OFFERING AND ANTHEM ‘Hymn of Promise’ by Natalie Sleeth 
     arr. Spence Robertson 
 
 

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 
There’s a song in ev’ry silence, seeking word and melody; 

there’s a dawn in ev’ry darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity; 
in our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
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We rise. 
RESPONSE AND PRAYER 

 
 
Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you 
and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

 

MEAL                                                         God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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PREFACE AND HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
   that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
Holy God, 
you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 
 
Remembering his love for us 
on the way, 
at the table, 
and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; 
within this meal; 
among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks 
to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, 
in your church, 
without end. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as 
Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the 
feast! Thanks be to God. 
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Be seated. 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. Please follow the usher’s guidance to one of the three 
communion stations. Communion is by intinction, dipping bread (gluten free by request) into wine (or grape juice). 
Those not receiving Communion are invited forward to receive a blessing (crossing your arms across your chest as a sign 
to the pastor). If you need Communion brought to you, please inform an usher. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG ‘Sun of My Soul, Thou Savior Dear’ by Tracey McKibben 
     Performer, Lea Anne Thomas 
 
COMMUNION HYMN ‘God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens’ ELW 771 
 
 
We rise. 
COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in His grace. Amen. 

 
Let us pray: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, 
as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us 
now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING                Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God’s love.  
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  
Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN ‘Thine Is the Glory’ ELW 376 

 
 

DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE 
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 

Reader………………………………………………………….………………..Rosemary Wood 
Preacher….…………………………….…..……..…………………….Pastor Spence Robertson 
Presider…………………….……………………..……………………………Pastor Lori Carter 
 
 

ORDER OF ST. JOHN’S 
 

Acolyte…..……………….…………………………………………………………Clara Misner  
Crucifer………………………………………………………………………….Graham Wilson 
Banner Bearer……………………………………….……………………………..Bella German 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, annual license # 26999. 


