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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S! 
We are so glad God has brought you here! 

 
 
Buck-A-Meal - Every one-dollar bill placed in the offering boxes this morning goes to purchase a 
meal at Rowan Helping Ministries.  
 
VBS—ages 3 through CURRENT 5th grade—starts tomorrow, Jun. 8-12 from 9 am—12:15 pm. 
Please keep our volunteers and children in your prayers this week as they explore the Nature of 
God through “Rainforest Falls”, led by Stacey Shafer, St. John’s Children’s Minister. 
 
Continuing the New Americans Welcome - Many thanks to Hanna Demarcus, the State 
Director of the New Americans Program of Lutheran Services Carolina, for her Temple 
Talk at both services last Sunday. As our new Americans are facing increasing financial 
uncertainty, you can be a part of the solution by donating to the Good Neighbor Fund 
using the QR code or email LSC at donate@lscarolinas.net. 
 
Hands and Feet Camp – Jul. 21-23, 9 am - 4 pm, Current 3rd – 5th Graders (Rising 4th – 6th 
Graders). There will be morning devotions and opportunities to serve in the community, 
lunch, and fun afternoon outings! Scan QR code here to Register.  
 
Sanctuary Closure Dates - Jul. 13 – Sept. 1. During this time, our worship services will be held in 
the Faith Center, as the elevator will be replaced, and the stained-glass window repaired. We will 
keep you apprised of any changes to this schedule as renovations begin. Thank you for your 
patience throughout this process. 
  
Altar Flowers – Given to the glory of God and in honor of our 45th Wedding Anniversary on  
Jun. 14, by Larry and Marvie Cartner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:donate@lscarolinas.net
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GATHERING                                        Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
 
 

The congregation is invited to respond where words are in Bold. 
Hymns are found by number in the red worship books located in each pew. 

 
 
PRELUDE  
  
We rise and face the cross. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 

 
 
GATHERING HYMN ‘Praise to the Lord’  ELW 858 
 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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GLORY TO YOU, GOD 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your 
Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Be seated. 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Kingdom Kids will return on Sunday, August 16. Activity bags are in the narthex. 
 

COMMISSIONING OF VBS VOLUNTEERS 



5 

WORD                                          God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  
 
 
 
READING  Romans 4:13-25 
 
   A reading from the book of Romans, the 4th chapter. 
 

 13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who 
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where 
there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it 
may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 
who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to 
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed 
that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your 
descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was 
already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s 
womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his 
faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was 
reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to 
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over for our 
trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

We rise. 
GOSPEL READING  Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
 
   Sing twice. 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 9th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, 
and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 10 And as he sat at dinner in 
the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with Jesus and his 
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disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.” 
  18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before him, 
saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 And 
Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then suddenly a woman who had been 
suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of 
his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus 
turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the 
woman was made well from that moment. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the 
flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead 
but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in 
and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread through all of that 
district. 

 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Be seated. 
SERMON  Pastor Lori Carter 
 
We rise. 
HYMN OF THE DAY ‘There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy’ HFW 1227 

See page 7. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

With the whole church, we confess our faith: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose 
again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection ☩ of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 
PRAYERS AND PEACE 
 

Each petition concludes with the following: 
God of grace,  

hear our prayer. 

Share the ‘peace’ of Christ with one another. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
 

See page 8. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ‘There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy’ HFW 1227 
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Be seated. 
OFFERING AND ANTHEM ‘Holy’ arr. Tom Fettke 
 

 
Holy, holy, holy. 

Holy God of power. Holy God of might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 
 
 
We rise. 
RESPONSE AND PRAYER 

 
Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you 
and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
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MEAL                                                         God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
 
PREFACE AND HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  ACS Form F 
 

…With hearts full of memories and hopes, 
we break this bread and share this cup, 
remembering the death and resurrection of Christ, 
and his promise to be with us always 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
…Come, Holy Spirit.  
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
…Praise to you, Author of creation. 
Praise to you, O Beloved One. 
Praise to you, O Giver of all good things. 
Praise to you, blessed and holy Trinity, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Thanks be to God. 
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Be seated. 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion at the altar. Please follow the usher’s guidance. At the 
altar, bread is served (gluten-free by request), followed by wine (grape juice by request). Those not receiving Communion 
are invited forward to receive a blessing (crossing your arms across your chest as a sign to the pastor). If you need 
Communion brought to you, please signal the servers when they come down from the chancel. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG ‘Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart’ arr. Lloyd Larson 
Performer, Kim Lentz 

 
COMMUNION HYMN ‘Lord of All Hopefulness’ ELW 765 
 
We rise. 
COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in His grace. Amen. 

 
Let us pray: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, 
as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us 
now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING                Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God’s love.  
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God,  
bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN ‘O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate’ ELW 722 

 
 

DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE 
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
Thanks be to God. 
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ORDER OF ST. JOHN’S 
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Crucifer…………………………………………………………………………..…Gabriel Shafer 
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Unless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, annual license # 26999. 


