Day of Pentecost
May 24, 2026, 11:00 am

St. John’s Lutheran Church Salisbury, North Carolina



WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S!
We are so glad God has brought you here!

Office Closed — Memorial Day, May 25. If you have an emergency during that time, please call the
church office 704-636-3431 and dial ext. 2990, for the Pastor on call.

Bibles and Brew — Men’s Ministry - May 26 at 6 pm — Join us at East Coast Wings, 211 Faith
Rd., Salisbury, NC

Serenity Sisters — Join us on May 31 at 5 pm. Contact stacev(@stjohns-salisburv.org to join or for
more details.

St. John’s Good Samaritan Ministry — We need your help! To meet the ever-growing R
demand and continue serving our neighbors with compassion and urgency, we are seeking to iy .#
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e
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raise $10,000 for the Good Samaritan Fund, and would encourage recurring gifts to this [l
ministry, which will help with continued sustainability. This funding will ensure no neighbor is turned
away in a moment of crisis and will allow us to expand the number of households we can assist. Scan
the QR code to give now or you may call the church office.

LSC New American Program — Hanna DeMarcus is the State Director for the New Americans
Program with LSC. She oversees the refugee resettlement offices in Salisbury, Asheville, and
Raleigh. On Sunday May 31st at both worship services Hanna will share updates on refugee
resettlement in North Carolina and ways that congregations like St. John’s can help support and
welcome newcomers to Salisbury.

Deacon, Robert J. Durocher, Jt., Recognition — Join us next week, May 31, as we commemorate
Rob with an honorary title of Minister of Worship and the Arts emeritus at both worship services.
Come celebrate with him and his family.

VBS — ages 3 through CURRENT 5th grade—Join us on Jun. 8-12 from 9 am—12:15 pm as we ~ ELF L
explore the Nature of God through “Rainforest Falls”. Register by scanning the QR code here. ?%
Contact Stacey with any questions: Stacev(@stjohns-salisbury.org. CIER

St. John’s Kindergarten — Enrollment Now Open for the 2026-2027 School Year for
Kindergarten and Pre-K. We are seeking to hire a Substitute Teacher. For information call
704-636-4404 or email at kindergarten(@stjohns-salisbury.org.

Hands and Feet Camp — July 21-23, 9 am - 4 pm, Current 3* — 5* Graders (Rising 4" —
6" Graders). There will be morning devotions and opportunities to serve in the community,
lunch, and fun afternoon outings! Scan QR code here to Register.

Altar Flowers — Given to the glory of God and in honor of our daughter and son-in-law, Nancy
and Hans Moller, on their May birthdays, by Kay and Raymond Coltrain.


mailto:stacey@stjohns-salisbury.org
mailto:Stacey@stjohns-salisbury.org
mailto:kindergarten@stjohns-salisbury.org

GATHERING Holy Spirit calls us together as the peaple of God, M L]

The congregation is invited to respond where words are in Bold.
Hymns are found by number in the red worship books located in each pew.

PRELUDE

We rise.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Al may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia!l Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever. Amen.



We face the cross.

GATHERING HYMN ‘O Spirit All-Embracing’ ACS 944
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2 0 Beau - ty ev-er blaz-ing in flow-er, field, and face,
3 Come, pas- sion’s pow-er ho - ly, your in-sight here im - part,
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un - bound - ed splen-dor grac-ing a shore-less sea of skies:
you show your-self a - maz-ing in un - ex-pect-ed place.
and give your ser-vants low -ly an un - der-stand-ing heart
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un - fail - ing is your trea-sure, un - fad-ing your re- ward;
We see you and re - mem-ber what once our dreams had been;
to know your care more clear - ly when faith and love are tried,
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sur - pass-ing world-ly plea-sure, the rich-es you af - ford.
you fan the glow-ing em-ber and kin-dle hope with - in.
to seek you more sin - cere - ly when false 1i-deals have died:
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Come, stream of end-less flow - ing, and res-cue us from death;
Come, fire of glo-ry gra - cious, bless all who ftrust in you;
for vi - sion we im - plore you, for wis-dom’s pure de - light;
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come, wind of spring-time blow - ing, and warm us by your breath.
un - dy - ing flame te - na - cious,burn in your church a - new.
in prayer we come be - fore you to wait up - on your light.
APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



THIS IS THE FEAST

Refrain
Assisting minister
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Final refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us
your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all
things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Be seated.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Children are invited to stay for worship.

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. ==

READING Acts 2:1-21
A reading from Acts, the 2nd chapter.

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. > And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. * Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each
of them. * All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as
the Spirit gave them ability.

>Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. ° And at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the
native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? ® And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? ° Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, ' Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews
and proselytes, ! Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s
deeds of power.” 2 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
mean?” > But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”
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" But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. ° Indeed, these are
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. '® No, this is what was spoken
through the prophet Joel:

"“In the last days it will be, God declates, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old
men shall dream dreams.'® Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour
out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy."” And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.*’ The sun shall be turned to darkness and
the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glotious day.” Then everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.
GOSPEL READING John 20:19-23
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The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20" chapter. Gloty to you, O Lotd.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” ? After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. ?! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you.” > When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. # If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated.

SERMON Pastor Dan Joyner Miller
We rise.

HYMN OF THE DAY ‘Holy Spirit, Truth Divine’ ELW 398



NICENE CREED

With the whole church, we confess our faith:
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.

PRAYERS AND PEACE
Each petition concludes with the following: Share the ‘peace’ of Christ with one another.
Mereciful God, The peace of Christ be with you always.
receive our prayer. And also with you.



Be seated.
OFFERING AND ANTHEM ‘Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me’
by K. Lee Scott

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would gracious be;

Help me now thy grace to see, I would be like thee;
And, with words that help and heal, thy life would mine reveal;
And, with actions bold and meek, For Christ, my Savior, speak.

Truthful Spirit, dwell with me, 1 would truthful be;
Help me now thy truth to see, I would be like thee;
And with wisdom to kind and clear, thy life in mine appear;
And, with actions brotherly, Speak Christ’s sincerity.

Holy Spirit, dwell with me, I wonld holy be;
Show they mercy tenderly, Make me more like thee;
Separate from sin, 1 wonld And cherish all things good,
And whatever I can be Give himr who gave me thee.

Mighty Spirit, dwell with me, I would mighty be;
Help me now thy pow’r to see, I wonld be like thee;
‘Gainst all weapons hell can wield by thon my strength and shield’
Let thy word my weapon be, Lord, Thine the victory.

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would be like thee!

We rise.
RESPONSE AND PRAYER OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav’n-ly host;

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Let us pray: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set
a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us
with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world
you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.



MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. ==

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the
promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of
every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the
waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you
for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for
the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of
Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover
from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread
and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Reveal yourself to us in the breaking
of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us
torth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

With all your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen LL.ord. Thanks be to God.
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Be seated.
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Al baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion in the nave. Please follow the usher’s guidance. In the nave,
communion is by intinction, dipping bread (gluten free by request) into wine (or grape juice). Those not receiving
Commmunion are invited forward to receive a blessing (crossing your arms across your chest as a sign to the pastor). If
you need Commmunion brought to yon, please signal the servers when they come down from the chancel.

COMMUNION HYMN
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Be known to us, Lord Je-sus, in the break-ing of the bread.
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Al-le -lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le -1Iu ia, al-le - lu-ia.
COMMUNION SONG ‘Fur Elise’

Ludwig van Beethoven

COMMUNION HYMN ‘Spirit, Open My Heart’
See next page.

We rise.
COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in His grace. Amen.

Performer, Noah Young

ACS 1043

Let us pray: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your

healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN ‘Spirit, Open My Heart’ ACS 1043
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fear to your grace I now sur - ren - der.
deed, may my liv - ing bring you glo - ry.
day, love will  be my fin - est la - bor.
SENDING Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God'’s love. ==
BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *+ bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ‘God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind’ ELW 400
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DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE

Alleluia!l Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
7' 1 Trixie Martin
Reader. .o Chuck Moll
Preacher.. ... Pastor Dan Joyner Miller
Presider. ..o Pastor James Demmel
LtULISt. oot Pastor Lori Carter

ORDER OF ST. JOHN’S

ACOLTEES . vttt Emmett Stephenson and Holden Roach
CruCfer. ..., Jetfrey Stephenson
Banner Beatrer. ... Balian Witt

Unnless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW)
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, annual license # 26999.
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Let’s connect faith and life.
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Together.



