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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S! 
We’re so glad God has brought you here! 

 
 

Guest Preacher – Rev. Cassie Overcash has been part of the NC Synod since 2003. She is the Assistant to the 
Bishop and works with congregations across NC to promote collaboration and innovation. She has served as a 
member of the LYO Board and as a camp counselor at Agape+Kure Beach Ministries. 
 
St. John’s Good Samaritan Ministry – We need your help! To meet the ever-growing demand and continue 
serving our neighbors with compassion and urgency, we are seeking to raise $10,000 for the Good Samaritan 
Fund, and would encourage recurring gifts to this ministry, which will help with continued sustainability. This 
funding will ensure no neighbor is turned away in a moment of crisis and will allow us to expand the number 
of households we can assist. Scan the QR code to give now or you may call the church office. 
 
Graduation Book Signing – “All the Places You’ll Go!” May 3-14 - Please be sure to sign these books during this time 
period, with a meaningful note for each of our graduates this year. The books will be set out on tables in Peeler Hall 
and the Sanctuary narthex at each of our services, and in Peeler Hall during the week, for your convenience. 
 
Low Country Boil – Hosted by St. John’s Men’s Ministry - Fri., May 15, 6-8 pm at St. John’s Retreat 
Property, located at 220 Mockingbird Lane, Salisbury, NC 28146. RSVP by scanning QR code here or 
calling the church office by May 13.  
 
Graduation Sunday – Sun., May 17 - Join us for a special worship where will recognize our 2026 
Benevolent Foundation Scholarship recipients and celebrating our graduating high school seniors. If you 
have a high school senior to be recognized, please scan the QR code to sign them up.  
 
St. John’s Men’s Chorus will present a spring program titled “Voices Raised” on Sun., May 17 at 4 pm in the 
Sanctuary. Under the co-direction of Jason Harwood and Spence Robertson, the concert will feature the St. John’s 
Chancel Choir, Women’s Ensemble, and the Luther Ringers, accompanied by Janie Rollins and guest musicians. A 
freewill offering will be received to benefit the Terrie Hess Child Advocacy Center. 
 
St. John’s Book Club Meeting – This meeting has been rescheduled to Thurs., May 21 at 10 am in Room 216 
in the Education Wing. We will read “The Lincoln Highway” by Amor Towles. 
 
VBS Prep Day – Thurs., May 21, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm or 6-8 pm in the Ark. Help us Prep for VBS! Stacey is 
ready to spark some themed inspiration, and we need you to help bring it all to life! Crafting skills are not required. 
Contact stacey@stjohns-salisbury.org with any questions. 
 
VBS—ages 3 through CURRENT 5th grade—Join us on Jun. 8-12 from 9 am—12:15 pm as we explore the 
Nature of God through “Rainforest Falls”. Register by scanning the QR code here. Sign up to VOLUNTEER today 
by emailing Stacey@stjohns-salisbury.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Altar Flowers – Given to the glory of God and in memory of our family's mothers Jewrell Corriher, Edith Kirchin, 
Becky Russell, Barbara Sims and all mothers who have gone before us. By Darryl and Barbara Corriher.    
 
 
 

VBS Registration                VBS Wishlist 

mailto:stacey@stjohns-salisbury.org
mailto:Stacey@stjohns-salisbury.org
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GATHERING                                        Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
 
 

The congregation is invited to respond where words are in Bold. 
Hymns are found by number in the red worship books located in each pew. 

 
PRELUDE  
  
We rise and face the cross. 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ‘Come, Thou Almighty King’  ELW 408 
 

 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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THIS IS THE FEAST 
 

 
 
 
 

…continue… 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: Almighty and ever-living God, in the days of the apostles you poured out your Holy 
Spirit upon the Church, giving them boldness to proclaim your Word and gathering many into 
the fellowship of your Son: Grant us the same Spirit of power and grace, that, made alive in Christ, 
we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection, serve one another in love, and walk in the way 
of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Be seated. 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Children ages 3 through 3rd grade are now invited to Kingdom Kids, exiting through the door near the baptismal 

font.  Children will return to the worship service after the sermon. 
 
 
WORD                                          God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  
 
 
 
READING  Acts 11:1-18 
 
   A reading from Acts, the 11th chapter. 
 

 Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard that the gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 

criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter 
began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being 
lowered by its four corners, and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, 
Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing profane or unclean has ever 
entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made 
clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled up 
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again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house 
where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them 
and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us 
how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who 
is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be 
saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 
beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same gift that 
he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder 
God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has 
given even to the gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
We rise. 
GOSPEL READING  John 14:15-21 

 

     Sing twice. 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 [Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know 
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and 
keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love them and reveal myself to them.” 

 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Be seated. 
SERMON  The Rev. Cassie Overcash 
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We rise. 
HYMN OF THE DAY ‘Alleluia! Sing to Jesus’ ELW 392 
 

Stanza 1) All, Stanza 2) Men,  Stanza 3) All,  Stanza 4) Women,  Stanza 5) All 
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NICENE CREED 
 

With the whole church, we confess our faith:  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 
 
PRAYERS AND PEACE 
 

Each petition concludes with the following: 
Merciful God,  

receive our prayer. 

Share the ‘peace’ of Christ with one another. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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Be seated. 
OFFERING AND ANTHEM  ‘A New Commandment’ 
      by Spence Robertson 
 
 

I give you an new commandment:  
to love one another as I have loved you. 

If you have this love among you,  
all will know that you are my disciples. 

 
 
 
 
We rise. 
RESPONSE AND PRAYER 

 
 
Let us pray: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set 
a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us 
with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world 
you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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MEAL                                                         God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the 
waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you 
for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for 
the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of 
Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover  
from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread 
and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Reveal yourself to us in the breaking 
of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us 
forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With all your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Be seated. 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion in the nave. Please follow the usher’s guidance. In the nave, 
communion is by intinction, dipping bread (gluten free by request) into wine (or grape juice). Those not receiving 
Communion are invited forward to receive a blessing (crossing your arms across your chest as a sign to the pastor). If 
you need Communion brought to you, please signal the servers when they come down from the chancel. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG ‘Here at Your Table, Lord’ Janie Rollins, performer 
     arranged, Mark Hayes 
 
COMMUNION HYMN ‘Bread of Life from Heaven’ ELW 474 
 
 
We rise. 
COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in His grace. Amen. 

 
Let us pray: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your 
healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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SENDING                Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God’s love.  
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and 
the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN ‘We Know That Christ Is Raised’ ELW 449 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 

Cantor……………………………………………………………………………..Randy Overcash 
Reader…………………………………………………………………………………Mitch Siegel 
Preacher….…………………………….…..……..……………………...The Rev. Cassie Overcash 
Presider…………………….………………..……………..…………….The Rev. Cassie Overcash 
Liturgist………………………………………………………………………….Pastor Lori Carter 
 

ORDER OF ST. JOHN’S 
 

Acolytes…..……………….……………………………Elijah Young and Mary Masters Goodman  
Crucifer………………………………………………………………………Anna Kate Goodman 
Banner Bearer……………………………………….……………………………....Sam Goodman 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, annual license # 26999. 
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Let’s connect faith and life. Together. 


