Fourth Sunday in Lent

Open My Heart, 1 ord
March 15, 2026, 11:00 am
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S!
We're so glad God has brought yon here!

“Open My Life, Lord” — Wednesday Lenten Services continue at 6:30 pm (Sanctuary or Online). Mar. 18,
St. John’s Musicians; Mar. 25, Holden Evening Prayer.

9:27 Unplugged — “Be S7// and Know” — Fri., Mat. 20, 6 pm in the Chapel. Join us for a peaceful evening
of acoustic worship with our 9:27 musicians. It will be a candlelit time of worship, prayer and reflection.
We invite you to sing along, listen, or simply rest in God’s presence.

Easter Lilies, Palms and Flowers — Ordering deadline is Mar. 20. Be part of the beautiful
tradition at St. John’s as we decorate our worship spaces for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.
You may place an order in honor or memory of your loved ones by scanning the QR code here
or by completing a paper form located in the narthex and in all our literature racks.

5th Grade Milestone — “Prayer” — Sun., Mar. 22, 1-3 pm. Join Mrs. Stacey in the Welll RSVP by Mar. 16

to stacev(@stjohns-salisbury.org.

Serenity Sisters — Mar. 22 at 5 pm. If you are interested in joining, contact Stacev(@stjohns-salisburv.org.

Bibles and Brew — Men’s Ministry - Mar. 24 at 6 pm. Join us at Grove Cartel, 211 N. Main St., China
Grove, NC.

Palm Sunday — Mar. 29, 9:27 (Faith Center) and 11 am (Sanctuary).

Stripping of the Altar—Maundy Thursday, Apr. 2, 7 pm in the Sanctuary. This is a very significant
and meaningful part of Holy Week which symbolizes the abandonment of Jesus by his followers and the
stripping of Jesus by the soldiers before his crucifixion. Any interested adults in assisting during the service,

please contact Melody Moxley (mamoxley@icloud.com) or Maria Lewis (mhlewis3(@gmail.com), no later
than Mar. 19.

Holy Week Schedule—
e Apr. 2 (Maundy Thursday) 7 pm (Sanctuary and Online).
e Apr. 3 (Good Friday) 12:15 pm (Chapel) and 7 pm (Sanctuary and Online).
e Apr. 5 (Easter) 6:00 am, Sunrise Service at the Bell Tower Green;
o 8:30 -11 am, Easter Breakfast in Ritchie Hall;
o Easter Sunday services 9:27 (Faith Center and online) and
o 11 am (Sanctuary and Online).

Decorating Help Needed for Easter—Sat., Apr. 4 from 9 am—3 pm. The Decorating Team is looking
for volunteers to help decorate our Sanctuary, Faith Center and Peeler Hall with flowers for Easter. To
volunteet, please sign up via Faith Life or contact Mindy Hochuli (malindahochuli@gmail.com) or Marian
Hough Schouweiler (mlhoughl7@gmail.com).

Altar Flowers—will once again adorn our altar after the Lenten Season concludes on Easter
Sunday. You may scan the QR code here or visit our website, to reserve flowers for various
available dates.
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GATHERING Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. ==

The congregation is invited to respond where words are in Bold.
Hymns are found by number in the red worship books located in each pew.

PRELUDE

We rise and face the cross.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Al may make the sign of the cross ¥, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, F one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses (szlence is kept for reflection).

Lotd of all life,
when we cannot see the beauty of your creation,
open our eyes, that all living things thrive and grow.
Lord of all life,
when we neglect the poor, the sick, and the grieving,
open our hands to do your work in the world.
Lord of all life,
when we ignore the cries of injustice in our midst,
open our ears, that all will know your love.
Lotd of all life,
when we are hardened against our neighbor,
open our hearts and heal our resentment.
Lotd of all life,
when we are closed to the grace you long to give us,
open our lives and turn us to follow in the way of the cross.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, our lives
have been transformed by the righteousness of Christ. In the name of *+ Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. You are made new. Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN ‘O God, Beyond All Praising’
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2 The flow’r of earth-ly splen-dor in time must sure -ly  die,
3 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav - ior, ac - cept the love we bring,
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and sing the love a - maz - ing that songscan-not re - pay;
its frag - ile bloom sur-ren - der to you, the Lord most high;
that we who know your fa - vor may  serve you as our King;
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for we can on-ly won-der at ev - 'ty gift you send,
but hid - den fromall na-ture the e - ter - nal seed is sown-—
and wheth - er our to - mor-rows be filled with good or ill,
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though small in mor - tal stat-ure, to  heav-en’s gar - den grown:
we’ll  tri-umph through our sor-rows and rise to bless you still:
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we lift  our hearts be - fore you and  wait up -on your word,
for Christ, your gift from heav - en, from death has set us free,
to mar - vel at your beau - ty and glo-ry in your ways,
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y  Lord.
and we through him are giv - en the fi - nal vic - to - 1y
and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac -1 -fice of praise.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



LORD, HAVE MERCY
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.

0]
@g@P - e [ —-S—)
5 ,

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Open our hearts, Lord, and fill us with your love. Grant us strength and courage,
remove our hard-heartedness, and turn us always to you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Be seated.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Children ages 3 through 3rd grade are now invited to Xingdom Kids, exiting through the door near the baptismal
Sont. Children will return to the worship service after the sermon.

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. ==

READING Acts 16:11-15
A reading from book of Acts, the 16" chapter.

""'We therefore set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following
day to Neapolis, *and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the disttict of Macedonia and
a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. > On the Sabbath day we went outside the
gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the
women who had gathered there. '* A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening
to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to
listen eagetly to what was said by Paul. '> When she and her household were baptized, she urged us,
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she
prevailed upon us.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



We rise.
GOSPEL READING

Matthew 22:34-40
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Lord, 0o - pen my life.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 22 chapter. Gloty to you, O Lozd.

**When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, *° and
one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. ** “Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?” *" He said to him, “ “You shall love the Lotd your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” ** This is the greatest and first

commandment.

% And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” * On these two

commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated.
SERMON

Pastor Dan Joyner Miller



Remain seated.

ANTHEM ‘Write Upon My Heart’
music, Jospeh M. Martin
text, David Angerman

Write wpon my heart, Lord Jesus. Renew me, Lord, with your Spirit.
Inscribe your name upon my life. Planting me the Word of truth.
Starting me a sacred work. Let me reflect your love and grace
Make my life an open book. until 1 see you face to face.
Let others know your truth through me. Let me share your love and all I do!
Fill my life with praise, Lord Jesus. Paint upon my life, Lord Jesus.
Let your music echo through my soul. Sculpt me as a Potter works the clay.
Making me a living song. Make in me your work of art,
Let it sound for you alone. a reflection of your heart.
Let others share your love through me. Let others see your love in me.

Let others know your truth, Lord Jesus.
Let others hear your voice, Lord Jesus.
Let others see your love in me.

We rise.
APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, we confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day He rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection + of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



PRAYERS AND PEACE

Each petition concludes with the following:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Be seated.

OFFERING AND ANTHEM ‘Come Flood This Heart of Mine’

music, David Lantz 111
texct, Herb Frombach

Come flood this heart of mine
with your great love divine.
Come, Spirit, make your home,
my heart is yours alone.

Come flood this heart of mine
with your great love divine.

Come flood this heart of mine
with your pure joy divine.

My every sin forgiven

as one with you I live,

Come flood this heart of mine
with your pure joy divine.

Come feel my heart, I am longing for your power.
Your presence and peace will be mine this very hour.
Come fill my heart with your Spirit in this place.
Let my heart overflow with the fullness of your grace.

Make of this heart of mine a vessel wholly Thine.
Dry dark and doubt away, all feel me, Lord, I pray.
Come flood this beart of mine with your true light divine.
Come flood this heart of mine with your true light divine
come flood this heart of mine.

We rise.

RESPONSE AND PRAYER OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Let us pray: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Fill us with good things that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus
Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.



MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift
of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly
tfood, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. Thanks be to God.

Be seated.
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Al baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion at the altar, following the usher’s guidance. At the altar,
bread is served (gluten-free by request), followed by wine (grape juice by request). Those not receiving Commmunion are
invited forward to receive a blessing (crossing your arms across your chest as a sign to the pastor). If you need Communion
brought to you, please signal the servers when they come down from the chancel.
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COMMUNION HYMN
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION SONG
COMMUNION HYMN ‘Spirit, Open My Heart’
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1 God, re - place my ston - Yy heart with a  heart that’s
2 Write your love up - on my heart as my law, my
3 May 1 weep with those who  weep; share the joy of
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fear to your grace I now  sur - ren - der.
deed, may my liv - ing bring you glo - ry.
day, love will  be my fin - est la - bor.

We rise.
COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in His grace. Amen.

Let us pray: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens our life for the journey. Through the body and blood of
your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God’s love. ==

BLESSING

Go into the world with eyes open to the transforming light of Christ, hands open to serve those
you meet, ears open to the call of the Spirit, hearts open to the bountiful love of God, and lives
open to follow Christ to the cross. The God who opened for us the way of everlasting life * bless
you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

‘O Christ, Your Heart Compassionate’
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2 As once you wel-comed thosecast down and healed the sick, the blind,
3 O Chnst,cre - ate new heartsin us that beat in time with yours,
4 O Love that made the dis -tant stars, yet marks the spar-row’s fall,
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come, make your church a

ser - vant church

Its beat - ing was the pulse of God; its breadth, God’s vast do - main.
so  may all bruised and bro-ken lives through us your help still find.
that, joined by faith with your great heart, be - come love’s o - pen doors.
whose arms stretched wideup - on  a cross em - brace and bear us all:
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The  heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect rhyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
We are your bod -y, ris - en Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield

that walks your ser- vant ways,
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to write God’s love in  hu-mandeeds,e - ter - ni-ty in time.
and help wus  bear an - oth-er’s pain as though it were our own.
that throughour life and min-is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of  love rise up to you, a sac - 1i-fice of praise!
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DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
CaNEOL . et Mark Lewis
Reader. ..o Dennis Rogers
Preacher. . ... Pastor Dan Joyner Miller
Presider.....oooiiii Pastor James Demmel
LAtULGISt. oot Pastor Dan Joyner Miller

ORDER OF ST. JOHN’S

ACOIYLES. it Katie Ann Dangerfield and Emmett Stephenson
Banner Bearer.......oooiiiiii i Jettrey Stephenson

Unnless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW)
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, annual license # 26999.
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

200 West Innes Street, Salisbury, North Carolina 28144 | 704.636.3431
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Church AdmMINISTrAtOL. . o.uv ettt ittt Deborah Cross...ext. 2030
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Let’s connect faith and life.

16

.....David Ellenburg...ext. 2070
Steven Elliott
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