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February 1, 2026
Salisbury, North Carolina

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

l [l St. John’s Lutheran Church



GATHERING Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. ==

PRELUDE
WELCOME & PRAYER

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and
the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for

peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

SONG
WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. ==
READING Micah 6:1-8

A reading from Micah, the 6™ chapter.

"Hear what the Lotd says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear
your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lotd, and you enduring foundations of the
carth, for the Lord has a case against his people, and he will contend with Istael. * “O my people,
what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! * For I brought you up from
the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam. >O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what
Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may
know the saving acts of the Lord.” ® “With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself
before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will
the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” ® He has told you,
O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love
kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



VIDEO BUMPER
GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5* chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. > And he began to speak and taught them, saying: *> “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. *“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. ¢ “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they will be filled. "“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mertcy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. ° “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
will be called children of God. " “Blessed are those who ate persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ' “Blessed ate you when people tevile you and
petsecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. '* Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Lori Carter

SONG

PRAYERS

Each petition concludes with the following:
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.



SENDING  Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God's love.

SONG & BLESSING

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise  bless you now and forever. Amen.

DISMISSAL & POSTLUDE

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Walk humbly.
Thanks be to God.

Unnless othenwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELIV)
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, annnal license # 26999.



