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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S! 
We’re so glad God has brought you here! 

 
Offering Envelopes—Now available in the Sanctuary narthex and Peeler Hall through the end of the year, and in 
the Church Office beginning in January. 
  
Men’s Chorus Christmas Concert – “The Work of Christmas” - Today at 4 pm in the Sanctuary, with Guest 
Instrumentalists, Handbells, and Narration. Directed by Jason Harwood, and Accompanied by Janie Rollins, Thom 
Hinson, and Spence Robertson. 
 
Advent Music and Meditation - Dec. 15 at 12:15 pm in the St. John’s Chapel. Featuring Kevin Agner (cello) and 
Mark Tysinger (piano). 

 
Service of Lessons and Carols – Dec. 21 at 11 am in the Sanctuary. The story of Christ’s birth will be told in 
song, carols, scripture, and special music. 
 
Altar Flowers - Given to the glory of God and in memory of Glenn and Addie Ketner, by Glenn and Susan 
Ketner. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, annual license # 26999. 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  
  

4 pm Christmas Eve Family Service—in the Sanctuary. A beautiful Christmas service created 
with children in mind. 
 
8 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service—in the Sanctuary. Our time-honored candlelight 
service celebrates the Nativity of  Our Lord led by the Chancel Choir, brass, timpani, organ and 
other musicians. 
 
11 pm A Sacred and Reflective Christmas Eve Candlelight Service—in the Chapel. This 
holy service is a time to worship and bring in the birth of  Jesus together in fellowship.  
  

(4 pm and 8 pm Christmas Eve services will be broadcast via live video stream.  
Visit our website at stjohns-salisbury.org and click “Watch Live.”) 

Christmas at  
St. John’s 

                       
CHRISTMAS EVE 

Wednesday, December 24 
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GATHERING 
The congregation is invited to respond where words are in Bold. 

Hymns are found by number in the red worship books located in each pew. 
 
PRELUDE ‘Après un Rêve’ Gabriel Fauré 
     ‘Cello Sonata in G Minor, Op. 65, Mvt. 3’ Frédéric Chopin  
     Kevin Agner (cello) and Mark Tysinger (piano) 
 
We rise and face the cross. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross ☩, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose home is heaven and earth, 
whose salvation is sure. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only 
you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways 
of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from 
self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in 
God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope 
you have promised. Amen. 

 
God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You are freed 
and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ‘Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus’ GTG 82 

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
Be seated. 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Children ages 3 through 3rd grade are now invited to Kingdom Kids, exiting through the door near the baptismal 

font.  Children will return to the worship service after the sermon. 
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ADVENT LIGHTING AND SONG  The family comes forward during the song. 
 

Toni and Bill Kenerly 
will light the Advent Wreath. 

 
We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s 
advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s 
coming in glory. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in need. Grant 
this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 
 
Light the third candle. 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE  The reader comes forward during the music. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
READING  Isaiah 35:1-10 
 
   A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah, the 35th chapter. 
 

 1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of Lebanon shall 
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty 
of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are 
of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with 
terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 
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 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 6 then 
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break 
forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool and the 
thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall become 
reeds and rushes. 8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall 
not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come 
to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
We rise. 
GOSPEL READING  Matthew 11:2-11 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and 
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those 
with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, 
then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the 
one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
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your way before you.’ 11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Be seated. 
SERMON  Pastor James Demmel 
 
 
REFLECTION SONG ‘The Swan’ by Camille Saint-Saëns  
     Kevin Agner (cello), Mark Tysinger (piano) 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 
 

Julia Wrenn Larkins 
Child of Rebecca Agner and Michael Larkins 

Baptismal Partner: Sabine Witt 
 
PRESENTATION Baptismal family gathers at the font. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support Julia  
and pray for her in her new life in Christ? We do. 

 
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church … 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel 
against God and the ways of sin that draw you from God? We renounce them. 

 
  We rise. 
 

People of God, do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into 
heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God...unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
RITE OF BAPTISM 
 

The Rite of Baptism includes three symbols used in baptismal liturgy since the beginning 
of the church: water (for cleansing), oil (for sealing), and light (for proclaiming). 
 
Baptism with Water. Julia is baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Imposition of Oil. Oil is used to make the sign of the cross on Julia’s forehead, a symbol 
that seals her in relationship with Christ. 
 
Gift of Light. Julia is welcomed into the Family of God. A candle (the light of Christ) 
is presented to her with the words, “Let your light so shine before others that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 

 
Let us welcome the newly baptized: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the 
mission we share: Join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative 
redeeming Word to all the world. 

 
As Julia is introduced to the congregation; all are invited to sing: 

 
 
BAPTISMAL SONG ‘Jesus Loves Me’ ELW 595 
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong, they are weak, but he is strong. 

 
Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 

 
Jesus loves me! He who died, heaven’s gates to open wide; 
he will wash away my sin, let his little child come in. Refrain 
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PRAYER AND PEACE 
 

Each petition concludes with the following: 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
Be seated. 
OFFERING AND ANTHEM  ‘We Are Waiting’ 

Arr. Priscilla Landis 
 

We are waiting for Jesus; 
Jesus brings peace. 

 
Sun of justice, shine upon us; 

we are trusting in your promise. 
 

Loving Shepherd, walk beside us; 
stir our hearts, and gently guide us. 

 
We rise. 
RESPONSE AND PRAYER 

 
Let us pray: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through 
this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your 
kingdom come. Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your 
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.     
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,  
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,  
one God, now and forever. [ Sung ] Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Here is life. God is with us. 
Come, receive what God has promised. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Be seated. 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion in the nave, following the usher’s guidance. In the nave, 
communion is by intinction, dipping bread (gluten free by request) into wine (or grape juice). Those not receiving 
Communion are invited forward to receive a blessing (crossing your arms across your chest as a sign to the pastor). If 
you need Communion brought to you, please signal the servers when they come down from the chancel. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 
COMMUNION SONG ‘Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus’ Kim Lentz, piano  

Arr. Mark Hayes 
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COMMUNION HYMN ‘Awake! Awake and Greet’ ELW 242 
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We rise. 
COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in His grace. Amen. 

 
Let us pray: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth,       
eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God’s love. 

 
BLESSING 
 

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 
and good news to share today and always. Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN ‘People, Look East’ ELW 248 

 
 

…continue… 
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DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE 
 

Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 
Cantor………………………………………………………………………………….Mark Lewis 
Reader……………………………………………………………..……………....Mary Willis Page 
Preacher….…………………………….…..……..………………………….Pastor James Demmel 
Presider…………………….………………..…………………………….Pastor Dan Joyner Miller 
 
 

ORDER OF ST. JOHN’S 
 
Acolytes…..……………….……………………………..………...Noah Trick and Carson Marino  
Crucifer………………………………………………………..………………..Anna Lynn Marino 
Banner Bearer……………………………………….……………........................................Bell Brady 
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