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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S! 
We’re so glad God has brought you here! 

 
Annual Campaign - Please complete your Pledge card as soon as possible so that we can finalize 
the 2026 budget and present it to the congregation (stjohns-salisbury.org/annual-campaign). Thank 
you for your commitment to the mission and ministries of St. John’s!  
 
Trick or Treat So Others May Eat - Food Drive - Thank you for your participation! St. John’s 
collected a total of 104 grocery bags! The total weight was 1390 lbs. 
 
Communication Survey - St. John’s is currently conducting a review of our congregational 
communications. We have created a survey and are asking for your input! The survey should 
take between 5-10 minutes. Scan the QR code or ask an usher for a paper copy in the narthex.  
  
Installation of Pastor Spence Robertson. Join us on Sun., Nov. 16th at 2 pm for a special 
worship service as we officially welcome Pr. Spence into the pastoral ministry at St. John's. There 
will be a light reception to follow in Ritchie Hall. 
  
Bibles & Brews - Men’s Ministry - Tues., Nov. 18, 6 pm at Goose and the Monkey at 401 S. 
Railroad St., Lexington, NC. We look forward to seeing you there!  

 
Faith Center's 10th Anniversary - Nov. 21, 6-8 pm. Join us in Peeler Hall, as we gather for 
finger foods and drinks followed by a time of music, recognition and looking to the 
future. RSVP by scanning QR code here.  
 
Serenity Sisters - Nov. 23 at 5 pm. Contact: Stacey@stjohns-salisbury.org to join or for more 
information.  
 
Hanging of the Greens - Nov. 23 from 12-5 pm in the Sanctuary—We are inviting the 
congregation to participate in the "Hanging of the Greens." This event helps us begin decorating our 
church campus for Advent. Participants may want to bring work gloves to help fluff the tree!  
  
Christmas Traditions - Join us Sunday, Nov. 30, 5-7 pm, at The Vista at Walnut Hill for 
our Christmas Traditions event. You’ll enjoy Advent wreath making, soup, chili, the Solid 
Ground Coffee Truck and more! Sign up by scanning the QR code or online at 
https://stjsalisbury.onechurchsoftware.com/forms/133/fields  
 
Angel Tree Sponsors - Angel Tree tags are still available. The trees will be in Peeler Hall by the 
Front Desk and in the Sanctuary narthex. Please list your tag number(s) on the sign-up sheet by the 
tree and take a handout with the details. Unwrapped Items are due back by Dec. 8 and should be 
brought to Peeler Hall or delivered directly to the Salvation Army as stated on the tag. 
 
Altar Flowers - Given to the Glory of God and in memory of Anne Loeblein, by Bob Loeblein. 

 
Unless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, annual license # 26999. 

mailto:Stacey@stjohns-salisbury.org
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GATHERING 
The congregation is invited to respond where words are in Bold. 

Hymns are found by number in the red worship books located in each pew. 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
We rise and face the cross. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
All may make the sign of the cross ☩, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We 
are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful 
promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, 
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what 
we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you,  
☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,  
and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen. 

 
 
GATHERING SONG ‘Come, We That Love the Lord’ ELW 625 
 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew and direct our 
hearts. Keep always in our mind the end of all things and the day of judgment. Inspire us for a 
holy life here, and bring us to the joy of the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Be seated. 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Children ages 3 through 3rd grade are now invited to Kingdom Kids, exiting through the door near the baptismal 

font.  Children will return to the worship service after the sermon. 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
READING  Job 19:23-27a 
 
 
   A reading from Job. 
 

  23 “O that my words were written down! 
   O that they were inscribed in a book! 
  24 O that with an iron pen and with lead 
   they were engraved on a rock forever! 
  25 For I know that my Redeemer lives 
   and that in the end he will stand upon the earth; 
  26 and after my skin has been destroyed, 
   then in my flesh I shall see God, 
  27a whom I shall see on my side, 
   and my eyes shall behold, and not another.” 

 
 Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
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We rise. 
GOSPEL READING  Luke 20:27-38 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

 
 

 27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 28 and asked him a 
question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, 
the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 29 Now there were seven 
brothers; the first married a woman and died childless; 30 then the second 31 and the third married 
her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the 
resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 
  34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but 
those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead 
neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like 
angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead 
are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is God not of the dead but 
of the living, for to him all of them are alive.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  
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Be seated. 
SERMON  Pastor Spence Robertson 
 
We rise. 
HYMN OF THE DAY ‘If We Live’ ACS 1025 
 

Choir: first time.    Congregation: repeat twice. 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 With the whole church and all the saints, we confess our faith:  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  He descended to the dead.  
  On the third day He rose again;  
  He ascended into heaven,  
  He is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection ☩ of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PEACE 
 

Each petition concludes with the following: 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
 
Be seated 
OFFERING AND ANTHEM  ‘Every Day I Will Bless You’ 

by Raymond H. Haan 
 

I will extol you, my God and King, 
and I will bless your name for ever. 

Every day I will bless you. 
 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. 
One generation shall praise your works to another, 

and declare your mighty acts. 
 
 
We rise. 
RESPONSE AND PRAYER 

 
Let us pray: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with 
good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance 
of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise…praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
EUCHARISTIC AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

There is a place for you at the table of God. 
Come, receive a taste of life eternal. Thanks be to God. 

 
Be seated. 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION. 
 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion in the nave, following the usher’s guidance. In the nave, 
communion is by intinction, dipping bread (gluten free by request) into wine (or grape juice). Those not receiving 
Communion are invited forward to receive a blessing (crossing your arms across your chest as a sign to the pastor). If 
you need Communion brought to you, please signal the servers when they come down from the chancel. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 
COMMUNION SONG ‘Let Us Break Bread Together’ arr. Mark Hayes 

performed, Janie Rollins 
 
COMMUNION HYMN ‘I Know That My Redeemer Lives’ ELW 619 
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We rise. 
COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in His grace. Amen. 

 
Let us pray: God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of 
heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out 
to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in 
Christ’s name. Amen. 

 
 

SENDING 
Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God’s love. 

 
BLESSING 
 

May God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint 
you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and courageous 
heart now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN ‘Thine Is the Glory’ ELW 376 
 
 
DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE 
 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 
Cantor………………………………………………………….……….…………....Gretchen Witt 
Reader………………………………………….……….………..…............................Sam Goodman 
Preacher….…………………………….………..………………………..Pastor Spence Robertson 
Presider…………………….………………..……………….……………..……Pastor Lori Carter 
 

ORDER OF ST. JOHN’S 
 
Acolytes…..……………….…………………………….………….Finley Safrit and Waylen Jarrett  
Crucifer……………………………………………………………………………..Sam Goodman 
Banner Bearer…………………………………….……………...................................Graham Wilson 
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
200 West Innes Street, Salisbury, North Carolina 28144  |  704.636.3431 

stjohns-salisbury.org  |  To contact a staff member: first-name@stjohns-salisbury.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Senior Pastor……………….………...........................................................Dan Joyner Miller...ext. 2060 
Pastor for Congregational Care .….…….…....…...….……………………….Lori Carter...ext. 2050 
Pastor for Youth and Outreach ……..………..………………....……….James Demmel...ext. 2040 
 

Worship and Music Ministry 
Pastor for Worship and the Arts…….………….…………………….Spence Robertson...ext. 2080 
Contemporary Worship Leaders……….......……………………….Michael Board and Ondria Witt 
Production Manager…………………………..……...................................Taylor Hutchins...ext. 2190 
Director of Music emeritus……...…………….…….…........................................Karl Kinard, Jr., deacon 
 

Program Ministry 
Children……..……………………...….…………...........................................Stacey Shafer...ext. 2020 
St. John’s Kindergarten (4 & 5 year olds), Director…..................................Bonita Rowland...ext. 2120 
Child Development Center, Executive Director…...................................Lea Anne Thomas...ext. 3212 
 

Administrative Team 
Church Administrator..………………..……….…...……………………Deborah Cross...ext. 2030 
Office Manager……….……………………...….……..................................Vivian Connor...ext. 2000 
Bookkeeper……………..…………….…..……..…………………………….Mark Bias...ext. 2170 
Communication Specialist……….……………….................................Stephanie Mesimer…ext. 2220 
Ministry Program Coordinator…………..……....…………………………Mary Wymbs...ext. 2180 
Facility Manager……………..….….…….…...…....…………….............David Ellenburg...ext. 2070 
Custodian………..……….……….……..….…....……..….…..........................................Steven Elliott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Let’s connect faith and life. Together. 
 


