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During the season of Lent, our altar cross is replaced by a cross that reflects the somber and 
reflective themes of the season. This black cross with gold vines crossing through it was      

commissioned by the Heilig family and used as the St. John’s altar cross for over 50 years.   
During the remainder of the year, it sits in the chapel narthex. Our regular cross, made of 

bright gold and commissioned by the late Paul and Lois Carter in 2011,                                       
will return on Easter Sunday. 

Palms and Easter Lilies — Be part of the beautiful tradition at St. John’s as we decorate our worship 
spaces for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. Palms or lilies given in honor or memory of your loved ones 
may be purchased.  Deadline for ordering is March 20. 

*     Lilies— $15 each;  Palms—$30 each 
*     You may also make a donation for Easter Flowers for the altar and Easter Cross. 
 

Forms are available at both services, in our literature racks throughout our campus, and online via our 
website. Payment can be made online, by mail, in-person, or placed in one of the offering boxes.  
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Welcome to St. John’s  
  We’re so glad God has brought you here!  

 

Guest Speaker—Pastor Drew Yoos—Pastor Drew grew up in Charleston and Columbia, SC before  
graduating from Furman University. During college he spent four summers as a  counselor and area  
Director at Lutheridge which led him to pursue a call to ministry. He has served as Pastor in Seattle  
Washington and Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin for a total of six years. Pastor Drew and his wife, Pastor 
Sara now serve as Co-Program Directors at Lutheridge. They have two children, Mikka, 4 and Desmond, 2. 
 

Wednesdays of Lent—6:30 pm in the Sanctuary and online. Concludes Wed. Mar. 20. The 30-minute  
service will be rooted in the beautiful music of Holden Evening Prayer. Booklets will be distributed and 
collected before and after each week’s service. 
 

Wednesday Night Meals—5:30 pm in Ritchie Hall. Concludes, Mar. 20, and will resume in the fall. 
  
Bach around the Clock —Mar. 23, 1 pm-5 pm— Join us on Saturday, March 23, 2024 as we celebrate in a 
continuous flow, the music of Johann Sebastian Bach in St. John’s church sanctuary. This celebration is a 
collaboration of local churches and colleges in honor of Bach’s 339th birthday (born on Mar. 21, 1685). 
This concert is free and open to the public, so come when you can and leave when you must!  
 

Stripping of the Altar—Maundy Thursday, Mar. 28, 7 pm in the Sanctuary. This is a very significant and 
meaningful part of Holy Week which symbolizes the abandonment of Jesus by his followers and the  
stripping of Jesus by the soldiers before his crucifixion. If you are interested in assisting during the  
service, please contact Melody Moxley (mamoxley@icloud.com) or Brenda Goodman 
(sissy4tennis@yahoo.com). 
 

Decorating Help Needed for Easter—The Decorating Team is looking for volunteers to help decorate our 
Sanctuary, Faith Center and Peeler Hall with flowers for Easter. They will be decorating from  
10 am—5 pm on Sat., Mar. 30. You may drop in to help whenever it fits your schedule. Any questions, 
contact Mindy Hochuli (malindahochuli@gmail.com) or Marian Hough Schouweiler 
(mlhough17@gmail.com). 
 

Community Easter Sunrise Service—Mar. 31, 6:30 am at the Bell Tower Green. Bring a chair or blanket. 
 
Easter Breakfast—Sun., Mar. 31, 8:30 am-10:30 am in Ritchie Hall. Love offering is accepted. 
  

Worship Navigation 
The Congregation is invited to respond where words are in Bold. 

 

                                      * = Please stand as you are able         + = Face the Cross 
 

                                      ☩  = You are invited to make the sign of the Cross. 
 

 

Hymns are found by number in the red worship books located in each pew. 
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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit gathers us as the people of God 

         
 

Prelude                                         God Is Our Refuge and Strength                                 by L.H. Groom 
 
                                         
Confession and Forgiveness*+        
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins.    
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no  
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Entrance Hymn 879*                       For the Beauty of the Earth                                                      DIX 
(Stanzas 1,2,4 and 5) 
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 Apostolic Greeting* 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Kyrie* A centering prayer asking for God’s mercy and peace as we gather for worship.   
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Hymn of Praise*                    O Lord, throughout These Forty Days        Text: Claudia F. Hernaman 
                                                                                                                               Setting by Rob Durocher 

Prayer of the Day* 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you  
receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through 
life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Chancel Choir Introit  Surely the Lord Is In This Place                          by Herbert Colvin 

Genesis 28:16-17 
 

Surely the Lord is in this place. 
This is none other than the house of God and this is the gate of heaven. 

 
 

 
 
 

Word 
 

Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34   
The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the covenant 
established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new covenant with 
the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because God will write it on their hearts.  
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31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their  
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more.  
 
Word of God. Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 
  
Response                                             Return to the Lord, Your God 
 

The Holy Gospel:*                                                                                                                John 12:20-33 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ words 
about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of a harvest in 
which everyone will be gathered.  
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20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.  
 
 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, 
“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the 
ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 
 
 
 

Sermon                                                                                    Pastor Drew Yoos 
     

Hymn 379*                                         Now the Green Blade Rises                              NOEL NOUVELET 
 
Apostles’ Creed * Gathered as God’s people across time and space, let us confess our faith  
using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again; 
  He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and He will come to judge the living and the dead.        
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   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, ☩  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen.      
 

Prayers of Intercession* Each petition ends: “Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great”.  
 
Sharing the Peace of Christ:  We make peace with our sisters and brothers in Christ, sharing the 
words “Peace be with you.” 
 
Please be seated 
 
Collection of our Tithes and Offerings 
 
Offertory Solo                                 The Lord is My Light (Psalm 27)                        by Francis Allisten 

Ricky Howsare, Baritone        
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation. Whom, then shall I fear? 
The Lord is the strength of my life. Of whom then shall I be afraid? 

Though a host of men were laid against me, yet shall not my heart be afraid; 
And tho’ there rose up war against me, yet will I put my trust in Him. 

For in the time of trouble, He shall hide me in His tabernacle. 
Yea, in the secret places of His dwelling shall He hide me, 

And set me up upon a rock of stone. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Preparation of the Lord’s Table. After the table is prepared, the Congregation stands and sings: 
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”.  
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The Offertory Hymn 182*              Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                                         HILLERT 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offertory Prayer* 
 

Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you.    
In bread and cup you open heaven to us.    
Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek    
and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray.    
Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving* 
 
 The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places  
 give thanks and praise. ... and join their unending hymn:  
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Eucharistic Prayer with Words of Institution* 
 

The Lord’s Prayer* 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion* 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion. All baptized and communing Christians are welcome to  
receive God’s gift of grace through the sacrament of Holy Communion at the altar. Follow the 
usher’s instructions. Wine is served in individual cups. Grape juice and non-gluten wafers are 
available upon request. Please indicate your preference to the pastor. Those not receiving the 
sacrament, are invited forward to receive a blessing. Please cross your arms across your chest 
as a sign to the pastor. If you need Communion brought to you in the pew, please signal the  
servers when they come down from the chancel.  
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Communion Hymn                               Lamb of God  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hymn 472               Eat This Bread 
Piano Meditation           What Wondrous Love                    arr. Mark Hayes 
                                          Janie Rollins, piano 
Hymn 464  Bread of  Life, Our Host and Meal 
 

Post Communion Blessing* 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His      
grace. Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion*     
 

Compassionate God,  
you have fed us with the bread of heaven.    
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage:     
may our fasting be hunger for justice;    
our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,     
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    
Amen. 
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Sending 
Forgiven and nourished, we are now sent into the world to share God’s love. 

 
Benediction* 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.  
 

 

Sending Hymn 543*+                     Go, My Children, with My Blessing                       AR HYD Y NOS 
    
Dismissal*   
 
 Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.      
 Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, today’s service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
and is reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies annual license # 26999. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
200 West Innes Street, Salisbury, North Carolina 28144  |  704.636.3431       

  stjohns-salisbury.org  |  To contact a staff member: first name@stjohns-salisbury.org 
  

Pastoral Ministry 
Senior Pastor………………………………………………………………........................Dan Joyner Miller....ext. 2060 
Pastor for Congregational Care …….…………………………………………………..………..Lori Carter…..ext. 2050 
Pastor for Youth and Outreach ……………………..……………………….…………...James Demmel…..ext. 2040 
  
Worship and Music Ministry 
Minister of Worship and the Arts.………………………..…...………….….Rob Durocher, deacon…..ext. 2080 
Interim Contemporary Worship Leaders……………..…………………..…….Michael Board and Ondria Witt 
Assistant Parish Musician....................................................................................................Janie Rollins 
Production Manager………………….…………………………..……...……………….....Taylor Hutchins…..ext. 2190 
Director of Music emeritus……………………………………………………………….…….…...Karl Kinard Jr., deacon 
  
Program Ministry 
Children………………………………………………………………..………………...….………...Stacey Shafer…..ext. 2020 
St. John’s Kindergarten (4 and 5 year olds), Director …………………….…….….....Gina Phifer…..ext. 2120 
Child Development Center, Executive Director………………...………………Lea Anne Thomas…..ext. 3212 
  
Administrative Team 
Church Administrator..……………….……………………..……………..…………..……..Deborah Cross…..ext. 2030 
Office Manager……………………………………………………..……………………………...Vivian Connor…..ext. 2000 
Bookkeeper………………………………………………..………..………………………………….....Mark Bias…..ext. 2170 
Communications Specialist……………………………………………………….………..Jodorrian Taylor…..ext. 2180 
Facility Manager…………….…………...…………………………..……………………..….David Ellenburg…..ext. 2070 
Custodian…………………………………………………………………………………………….……….……….....Brandt Cozad 

Worship Participants 
 

 Order of St. John’s:                                                          
 Acolytes—Anelise Roy and Bell Brady  Reader—Martha Claire Henzler 
 Crucifer—Drew Bitzer 
 Banner Bearer—Kaitlyn Losh     


